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The English-language Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program “Autonomous Aerial
Systems” of the Faculty of Engineering at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki invites
interested candidates to submit applications for admission to the new Interdepartmental
Postgraduate Program (IPP) “Aerial Autonomous Systems” for the academic year 2026—
2027.

The courses of the Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program are delivered entirely
through distance learning methods.

Purpose of the Postgraduate Program

The aim of the Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program is to equip students with
advanced interdisciplinary skills required for the design, performance, optimization,
operational utilization, and assessment of the technical and economic viability of
unmanned vehicle systems. Within this framework, students will acquire specialized
knowledge governing modern autonomous systems in areas characterized by
interdisciplinarity, thereby broadening the scope of the Interdepartmental Postgraduate
Program.

The expected learning outcomes and qualifications of those who successfully complete

the Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program (IPP) are estimated to be:

e The advancement of knowledge and the development of research in the scientific and
technological field of autonomous systems

e Equipping graduates with the necessary knowledge required for their integration into
a demanding, rapidly changing environment with interdisciplinary characteristics, as
dictated by the new conditions prevailing worldwide.

e  Providing knowledge to meet the needs of research and teaching in the broad field of
design and construction, control, telecommunications, operational functionality, and
innovative methods of mapping and positioning through the integration of modern
technologies.

e  Preparation for doctoral-level studies.

Employment prospects and professional opportunities for graduates are available in
Ministries, Local Government Authorities, public and private organizations, legal entities
under public law, industries, public institutions, media, as well as various Research
Institutes. In addition, graduates acquire the ability to work independently or
collaboratively in research activities—often within the framework of international
research programs—to seek new knowledge and stay updated with the latest scientific
developments, to present and defend their work to others, and, more generally, to
become familiar with research practices.

Finally, with the breadth of scientific knowledge provided on aerial autonomous systems
and research methodology, graduates gain the flexibility to adapt to new research fields
that are related, or simply connected, to the subject of their studies.




Description of the Postgraduate Program
The Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program is structured over three (3) semesters. In
the first (A) semester, six (6) courses are taught, all of which are compulsory, while in the
second (B) semester, six (6) courses are selected from the total offered.
In the third (C) semester, the postgraduate thesis is completed.
All courses of the Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program (IPP) are taught in English.
The same applies to assignments, progress assessments, exams, and the postgraduate
thesis, which will also be entirely in English. Textbooks, notes, and all other teaching
materials provided to students, will be in English.
The start and end of courses, as well as the duration of examination periods, are
determined by the academic calendar or by a decision of the Program of Studies
Committee.

Categories of Candidates

Holders of degrees/diplomas from Higher Education Institutions in Schools/Faculties of
Engineering, Schools of Physics, Computer Science, or Mathematics in Greece or from
equivalent recognized institutions abroad, as well as graduates from technical schools of
the Armed Forces, are eligible for admission to the Interdepartmental Postgraduate
Program.

By exception, graduates from other Schools of Sciences may be admitted if they can
demonstrate several years of professional experience at an appropriate level in relevant
fields.

Submission Documents
Prospective graduate students must submit the following documents by the deadline:
Application form available from the Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program
Police ID card or passport.
Curriculum vitae.
Undergraduate degrees.
Detailed transcript of undergraduate and/or postgraduate studies or submission of the
Diploma Supplement accompanying each degree.
Two (2) letters of recommendation (at least one from a member of the teaching staff-
one letter of recommendation from an employer is acceptable).
Certificate of knowledge of the English language at least level B2.

In addition to the above supporting documents, the candidate may submit, if available:

a) Postgraduate degree or degrees from a Greek University or an equivalent
institution abroad

b) Doctoral degree from a Greek University or an equivalent institution abroad

¢) Supporting documents for any research and publishing activity, participation in student
mobility programs, and professional experience in a related field

d) Certificates of previous employment
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The above supporting documents shall be submitted either as a certified copy or as a
simple photocopy.

Candidates who have not yet obtained their degree/diploma are entitled to submit their
supporting documents and provide a certificate from the Secretariat confirming the
number of courses or other requirements (e.g. thesis/dissertation) outstanding, as well
as their current grade point average.

Criteria and Procedure for the Selection of Admitted Students

The overall grade of the degree.
The candidate’s performance in the thesis or dissertation.
Any professional or research activity related to the subjects of the MSc
program.

e Possession of other degrees or postgraduate qualifications related to the subjects
covered by the Postgraduate Program.
Publications in scientific journals and conference proceedings.
Knowledge of English, as a prerequisite, at least at level B2, according to the Council
of Europe system, which is accepted by the Supreme Council for Civil Personnel
Selection (ASEP). Alternatively, a bachelor's or master's degree from a Greek
university or an equivalent foreign university may be submitted, which demonstrates
the successful completion of an English-language undergraduate or graduate
program.

The selection process of candidates, by decision of the Program of Studies Committee, is
carried out by a competent Three-Member Selection and Examination Committee
composed of Teaching and Research staff members who are involved in postgraduate
work.

The Committee compiles a complete list of all candidates and, after reviewing them,
rejects those who do not meet the minimum criteria set and invites the shortlisted
candidates who have met the prerequisites to an interview.

For the quantitative evaluation of the criteria, a scoring system is applied for each
criterion, as follows:

Degree points: Calculated using the formula Coefficient x (degree or diploma grade). The
coefficient is a) 1.6 and b) 2.0 if the degree is respectively from a) four-year University
Schools and b) five- or six-year University Schools.

Thesis/Dissertation points: the grade of the undergraduate/graduate thesis, provided
that the thesis is deemed relevant to the subject of the postgraduate program. Maximum
of ten (10) points.

Points for related postgraduate studies: holding another postgraduate degree in a field
related to the program’s specialization receives ten (10) points.

Points for relevant publications: publications related to the program’s field receive a
maximum of fifteen (15) points, with a limit of three (3) publications, five (5) points per
publication.




Points for relevant research and/or professional experience: maximum of ten (10)
points. Specifically, five (5) points per year of research or professional experience.

Points for letters of recommendation: maximum of five (5) points [two and a half (2.5)
points per letter].

Oral interview: The oral interview is conducted by the Three-Member Selection and
Examination Committee of the postgraduate program, and its purpose is both to verify
the academic knowledge of the candidates required for attending the program and to
assess their abilities in areas such as reading and comprehension, analytical skills, the
reasons for choosing this specific postgraduate program, the candidate’s overall academic
profile, etc. The interview is graded on a scale from one to twenty (1-20), and the final
score is calculated as the average of the grades given by the three (3) members of the
Three-Member Selection Committee.

In case of a tie, as many candidates as possible will be accepted, provided that the
maximum number of admissions is not exceeded. If the maximum number is exceeded,
priority will be given to those with the highest degree grades. This is followed by an
examination of previous research work and publications, and then knowledge of the
foreign language.

After the completion of the process, the final list of successful candidates is prepared,
approved by the Program of Studies Committee, and posted on the notice board of the
Secretariat of the hosting School and on the website of the postgraduate program.

Appeals can be submitted within five (5) calendar days from the publication of the results.
The registration of admitted postgraduate students begins following an announcement
from the Secretariat of the postgraduate program, which also specifies the registration
period and the required supporting documents.

If a candidate does not register within the specified deadline, it is considered a refusal of
the position, which is then offered to the next successful candidate.

Tuition Fees
(For students who are not exempt from tuition fees)

Tuition fees are required for participation in the Interdepartmental Postgraduate
Program and are set at two thousand euros (€2,000.00) per full semester [a total of six
thousand euros (€6,000.00)] for citizens of the EU, and three thousand euros (€3,000.00)
per full semester [a total of nine thousand euros (€9,000.00)] for citizens of non-EU
countries.

The full semester fee must be paid at the beginning of each teaching semester, within
two (2) weeks from its start, into a bank account of the Special Account for Research
Funds (ELKE) of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. In the case of part-time study, the
total amount of six thousand euros (€6,000.00) or nine thousand euros (€9,000.00) is
distributed proportionally.




Scholarships
The Interdepartmental Postgraduate Program awards three (3) scholarships to admitted
students of the Program, consisting of a 50% reduction in tuition fees for one full cycle of
studies (€3,000.00), and are granted to citizens of the EU.
Two (2) of these scholarships are intended for graduates of military academies of the
Armed Forces, while one (1) scholarship is intended for the remaining categories of
admitted students (Faculties/Schools of Engineering, Schools of Physics, Computer
Science, and Mathematics from domestic or equivalent recognized institutions abroad).
The scholarships are awarded based on applicants’ ranking (scoring by the Selection
Committee) for admission to the Program.

Submission of Supporting Documents
The application, along with the necessary supporting documents (in jpeg or pdf file
formats), can be submitted electronically to the following address: uav@ece.auth.gr

Deadline for Submission of Supporting Documents
Applications with the attached supporting documents from candidates for enrollment in
the program for the academic year 2025-2026 will be accepted until 31-08-2026.
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